4                           A PILGRIMAGE FOR PEACE

The boundary line fixed under the Treaty of Ganda-
mak with Afghanistan (1880 A. D.) added the eastern half
of the old sub-province of Kandahar to the British Indian
Empire. The modified Frontier line known as the Durand
Line, was fixed in 1894 along the crests of the Sulaiman
Range of mountains and brought the tribes living in the
Khyber and Mohmand Tirah, Kurram and Waziristan
within the British sphere of influence.

Thus, by a curious anomaly, the North-West Frontier
Province came to have two boundaries, the Durand Line
which separated British India from Afghanistan and the
Administrative Boundary, demarcating the zone actually
held by the British. The tract between these two, known
as the "Tribal Belt", constituted a "No-man's Land ".
It was " part of India on the map but not British India
in fact". Its residents did not owe any direct allegiance
to the British" Crown or allow their lands to be annexed.
The King's writ did not run there. But the British re-
garded it as their " Protectorate " and claimed the right
to bomb its inhabitants from the air for police purposes.*

As at present constituted, the North-West Frontier
Province is bounded on the north by the mountains of
the Hindukush, on the south by Baluchistan and the
Dera Ghazi Khan District of the Punjab, on the east by
Kashmir and the Punjab and on the west by Afghanistan.
In size it is bigger than Czechoslovakia by three thousand
square miles, its total area being 38,000 square miles. Its
territories fall into three geographical groups, viz., (i) the
cis-Indus "District of Hazara, (ii) the comparatively nar-
row strip between the Indus and the Hills constituting the
settled trans-Indus Districts of Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu,
Mardan and Dera Ismail Khan and (iii) the rugged mount-
ainous region between these Districts and the borders of
Afghanistan. Of this territory a little over one-third or
13193 square miles is covered by the six Settled Districts.
The remaining two-thirds or approximately 25,000 square
miles are held by tribes of either the Tribal Belt or of the

* Further discussed in chapter IV.